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CHILD’S PLAY

For the roof garden of Clorofilla Kindergarten in central Milan,
designer Cristina Mazzucchelli has used a range of wonderfully
tactile plants to engage the curiosity of young minds
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hee Madiam phrsse fisr
kinibergarten, il scuoda,
translates as nest sghiood,
which sweetly captures the
sense of nurturing and care
that & schawd fine children,
frskny babizs up (o sy years
ol shiauhd encomgrass., It

was certainly a phrase that was at the forefront of

Cristina Mazuschel's mind when she was asked

1o design a garden for Clogofilla Kindergarten

in central Milam, a narsery which, as its name

implics, has put nature and an understanding

ol plamts amd botany as a cenfral featurne,

*The beiel was 1o make a garden where children
skl Frecly move and play and where above all
they Felt safe and were safel” says Cristing, But
alen 1o muake ita place where the Kids coubd be
stimulated by planis, and where the planis were
i e e inferfece for play ana leammig” The
apaie i3 the roof terrsce of a butlding that has been

A nunnery.a theatre and a cinema in previows
incErnatioms, amd i surmeunded by private
apartmcnts on all sde and dominsted by

a serigs of apches, "l immediately thought that
I weanbed B0 create 2 green cincle that woushd
envelop the chikdren in plints”

T this end Cristina has designed a ring
of greciery arounel the whele garden, amsl
planted up the arches that span the site, *The
arches are a major part of the architecture and
when | first visited the site they dominated
if,” says Clristina, "Bt they 2lso suggested a
rhythm. | planted them up with «elf-clinging
Parthenectsus iniauspidaie “Yeitchiil which will
evenfually turn them green all over”

The garden was created by a series of raised
beds, with pastel-oolourad wonden paths between
and litnbe steps for the childiren to sl on. The
height of the beds is impoartant for inquisitive
lintle geople, and was carclully calculated,
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B % | [ immediately thought that I wanted to
gl create a green circle that would envelop

the children in plants
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-+ trampled by the Kids, and they create a depth
of sanil That wie wasnddn l odherwise have, Bul they
alsa bring the plants wp W children’s height,” Into
Uheoe beds Cristina planted a selection of plants
theat willl drasy the childeen to interect with then,

“$ome of the plants are in there for texture:
wir have Stachys byzentiog, which fecks like
velvet, There are also fhowers in these beds and
scented plants such as rosemary and sage that
the chifdren can rub and sniff, And then there
are beds of edible plants, which the kids pick
and take to thie nursery Litlkhens, and so they
teach them honw the food they cat grows”

The teachers at Clorafilla make full use of
the plants in the beds, often using them for
teaching about how seeds are formed and
wsinig the e on Bght bbb that illuminate
theerm oo beebow, shawing the children the veins
Cristina’s destggn has created many intimate nooks
whiere children can it and talk, bat it also hasa
maze-lke quality and swhen their energy is high,
the children can soom safely around the beds

The atmosphere of the garden and planting
Uhavsgh s very green and very calm, a deliterate
chaice by Cristina. [t was important 1o the briel
Ut it vt Boe planted entively with evergreens
and that it changed through the vear, ™1 have
put in lots of fowers, and plants that change
with the seasons.” she says. “The children spend
lots of time out there and so they are in contact
with this reality. It becomes integral.”

However, Cristina was very controlled
with her codour palette, *Traditionally,
when a garden is made for kids, the colours
are very strong = full reds and full pinks.” she
says, “When | created this garden [ had two
yourng kids of my own, and [ had the fecling
that kids really don't need v be over stimualaned,
s0 | chose lots of green and pastel-coloured
Mowers, lots of white, pale ue and some
pink. The only bright colour is the nudbeckia,
which | putin as a contrast.”™

_ . ’ :::’q::; m'; i The result is a garden that is educational,
oy - Pl S Ry _ A ! . interesting, nurturing and beawtiful “Above all

Creating privacy screens with raised beds Apachmbomichon cle 1 am sheas nterested n harmaony”sas
o g acantied pale fiowors that Cristina. "1 wanted to create a plice where the

"Private aparimants surreund Uhe parden, and thir chiltngn nepdod privacy from thom, just 2% Dhe résidents neodoed P nursery's teachers could easily pass on their

privacy Brom e kil oS dersigner Cristing Magzucchefll, She ordabid o ring of raied babds all aroud Eha gutdide
of 1 garden, and e filad thim with shoubs and small trees, incheding Qemacthus, Phellyrea, Rhaphiohaps,
Biubrdoiphus, Cobinus camnmria and Escalisnia. Sha purposoly looked 1o the Moditorranaan, whoss manmy of those
planis grow on ifs shalow sods and in wiry dry condiins, which meant that thins would theng ona shaliow dopth

of Ladl in lhe gardon's ramad bodks "Bl thay st abia Lirgo shrubet, and £ thay R basn bl 1o ercabo oasctly Ehi
Re] G pernvacy vl 0ol ek vl e DA lingg B R S0 0 3 CRoCRe O grain Sudrguniding th £ huldegn, AL Th Bass
of U S g S Otier Srmilor plants indludirg SeGaes, ARIPanhus ard S inussaruy, ™ Thiy all neid viry
Itk Sl Do gravr i, But addarg them n has ersated thillesion of depth, whane in fact tho beds ane faily narroe”
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passion for plants te the children, and 1 am
confudent 1 have done that. But maddion o
this the garden is harmonious, tranguil, even
pectical, and the kids really enjoy being in "o

USEFUL INFORMATION
Fimd out rgoe about Crsting's work
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